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Saturvay, June 4. 1692. 


Hut is the Sin againft the Holy 
Ghoft ? sail 

Anfw. The largeft Defcripti- 
on we have any where of it, is inthe 12. St. Afat. 31, 
32. Wherefore I (ay unto yor, all manner of Sin and Blaj- 
phemy fhall be forgiven unto men, but the Bla{phemy agzinft 
ihe Holy GhoS fhall not be forgiven unto men. And 
whofoever {peaker a word againft the Son of man it fhall 
be forgiven him, but whofoever (peaketh againft the Holy 
Ghoft, it (ball not be forgiven bim, neither in this World, 
neither in the World to come; — wherein occnr three 
Principal Difficulties: 1. What's meant by the Sin or 
Blalphemy againft the Holy Ghoff. 2. What's iatend- 
ed by it’s being never forgiven. And 3. What by thefe 
Exprefions, neither in this World, nor the World to 
come. ap 

There are many Opinionsconcerning, this Sin : Some 
think ‘tis every Sin againit our own Confciences, but 
then all Sins fo, are all Sins befides thofe of Ignorance. 
Some, that to the conviftion of our Con{cience mult be ad- 
ded that of Malice but it feems David's Sin againtt 
Uriah included both, for here was Conviétion, Delivera- 
tion,Refolution, and Malice Forethought, joyn’d too withthe 
higheft Ineraticude, yet none doubt of his Repentance 
and Forzivem/(s: Some think "tis finning aiter Bapti{m, 
but who then wou'd be fav’d >Orhers, that "tus demyinc the 
Truth under Perfecution, as the Novatians, but then St. 
Peter himfelf had committed it. Laftly, Others believe 
that ’tis an obftinate, mrlicious oppefing the ma ufeft 
vifible Work of God by his Holy Spirit, in miraculous 


Queft. 1. 


caufe it feems plainly confirm’d by the whole fcope of 
the place — Wherefore, Miys our Saviour, referring to 
what went before of the Pharifees, all manner of Sin 
and Blafpbemy fhall be forgiven, Sec. Now what Sin, what 
Blafpbemy was that which our Saviour hid bin before 
{peaking of, and accufing the Phartlees fer ? If we can 
find this, we need make no great doubt but we fhall 
eherein find this Sin againft che Holy Ghoft, but this 
its plain was cheir attributing the Works of Gods Spirit 
unto the Devil, th6 they knew the contrary. ‘This ap- 
pears yet with greater Light from the fame pallage, 
Mark 3.29, 39. He that fhall bla{pheme againft the Holy 
Ghoft, hath ever forgivene[s, but is in danger of eternal 
Damnation; Becau.e they faid, He hath an Unclean Spi- 
rit ; whence nothing can be more clear than that the 
Pharifees Sin was faying, our Saviour had an “nclean 
Spirit, or attributing what he plainly wrought by God's 
Spirit, tothe Devil, that Uncleam Spirit, and this againi{t 
the dictates of their own Confciences, with Objtinancy 
nd Afdice: And this no doubt was the higheft Calum- 
ry, Reproach, or Blalphemy, that cou'd be either invene 
ted or utter’d, to confound the Author of al! good with the 
Author of all evil. 

Now this being the Sence in which the moft Learn- 
ed Divines, Dr. Hammond, and others, underftand this 
Scripture, and this Sin, it is juftly queftion’d by them 
whether its now fo much as poflible for any man to 
be guilty of ir, which they generally conclude in the 
Negative, becaule there are not now fuch miraculous 
Teftimonies to be opposdand refijted. There's yet ano- 
ther Difficulty which bears hardeft againff that 
Opinion we have laft recited; and are our felves in- 
clin’dto embrace, and that is, — That ‘sis not poffible for 
any win ever to Sin maticiorfly avain#® what be clearly 
knows to be Truth, founded we fuppoie on that Maxim, 
That the Will always neceflarily follows the lalt Dictases 
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of the practical InteUeét. But to this its anfwer’d, That 
ifa Man may not fufpend this aéting of his Will after 
he is fully and particularly convinc'd in his snderftand- 
ing, as {ome not improbably hold, yet it’s certain 
that the Intelleé&t ic felf may be warpe and byafs'd, 
and perfwade ‘em to aét in this or that particular, Pro 
bic ¢9 nunc, as the Schoolmen fay, contrary fo thei: 
more fober general Fudgment, by not adverting to the 
motives and Arguments which fhou'd induce ’em to de- 
termine on the right fide. Thus here, tho’ fome of 
thefe Pharifees were in general convine’d by particular 
Inftances too clear to be deny’d, That our Saviours 
works proceeded from Gods Spirit, yet they either fuf- 
pended the Ac of their Wills, which fhou’d immediately 
have embrac’d them, or adverted (o much-to carnal mo- 
tives, their own Grandeur, whic they faw was leften’d 
by what he taught, that in this particular their Judg~ 
ments were byafsd to the coutrary, and accordingly they 
contradifted and bla{pbem’d, no doubt finn’d againft the 
clear Light of Conjcience, and »finn’d malicioufly and 
bialpbemsufly, oppofing what they were fore’d to confett 
the Finger of God. 

The 2d.Knot is in thofe words, fhall never be fing 
ven. This fome interpret only of the great Difficulty, 
not abfolute impoffibility of their forgivene{s ; but St. Mari 
carries it beyord any fac mitigation, plainly mention- 
ing, Eternal Damnation. Yts true, our Tranflation onl 
has it, Shall be in danger of Eternal Damnation, but ‘tis 
clearer 1 the Original, which ules the word %voyos, 
a-kin to Reus in Latin, fignifying guilty, obnoxious ‘ta 
fuch or fuch a punifhment — as in the fifth of Sr. 
Matthew, where ’tis often ufed —— In danger of the 
Fudgment, in danger of the Council, of Hell-fire —— that 
is, his Crime deferves thefe Punifhments, and fhall con- 
fequently fuffer them in the prefent cafe; for if they 
are never forgiven, neither will their punifhmenrs be fo. 
Which leads to the 3d. Difficulty, in thefe words, 
Neither in this World nor that to come. Hence the Pa- 
pifts wou’d fain fetch their Purgatory, there being fome 
Sins which they pretend are to be forgiven in the 
World to come ; but this St. Mark clears, explaining ir, 
by beingnever forgiven, but endangering or rendring 
obnoxious to Eternal Damnation. It’s not improbable 
that the Papifts might indeed build their Purgatory 
out of theRuines of an old Jewifh Tradition, that the 
Sins of all Ifraelites, except Doez and two or three 
more, fhould be forgiven in futuro faculo, in the World 
te come, though they were not inthis. Our Saviour 
here difcourfes ‘em according to their own Suppofition, 
and cutts off all hope from ‘em, by affuring ‘em that nei- 
ther here nor there {uch Bla|phemies fhon'd obtain Forgive- 
ne(s, which is far enough from fo much as fiyppofing that 
any Sin fhou’d be there forgiven, though it may fup- 
pofe the Pharifees thought fo, but this of all Sins: Nor 
have we any more reafon to embrace one of their 
Traditions than another, Purgatory any more than Pre- 
exiffence, the latter of which we are fure they beliov’d, 
whatever they did by the former. And thus much ot 
this noble ‘Queftion, of which more hereafter. 

Queit. 2. There are a great many very excellent Books, 
written by feveral Learned and pious men in our own Lan- 
guage to reform Mankind, fuch as Practical Chriftianity, 
Duty of Servants, Winters Evening Conference, wc 
But'the mifchief is, they are leatt known to thofe who are 
moft concern’d: ——— Quere, How fhal! this be reme- 
dyd? 
rae Ve don’c doubre but our ofd Queri/t included 
the Whole, Duty of Afan in his wc. but chink he had 
better inferted chat and made an ¢c. ofall the reft, thé 
they are Books excellent!y ufeful in their feveral kinds ; 
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for this Author includes all that’s neceflary to be known 
and believed almoft for all Conditions ; ’tis cheap, *tis 
known, and juftly and univerfally yalu’d; But for thofe 
who have more sime, ledure, 2nd Monev, they wou'd 
do well to get che reft here méntion’d, efpeciaily that of 
the Winter Evening: Conference, one of the mofi Ingenious 
Pieces that has appear’d thefe late Years, and which can 
only be equal’d by others of the fame Author. 

Quett 3+ Ive Obferu'd that moft Women aboxnt Town, at 
leaft mift that Vue Convers'd with, are generally for King 
James — Pray can you tell me the Reajon ? 

Anjo. We won't be fo uncivilto put another Quefti- 
on of our own inftead of Anfwerto our Querift, nor 
enquire — What fort of omen his Converfation lyes moft 
among{t — but thal] fairly anfwer by another which we 
have really receiv’d, and have upon the File to produce, 
being exaétly on the fame. Subjeét— and "tis this ——- 
Whether the true Reafon why fo many o’th’ Women 
o'th’ Town don’t Love King William, be not becaufe his 
Souldiers fau'd ‘em from being Ravifh’d ? —— But he’s 
an Unlucky Fellow, and we'll e’ne leave thofe who are moft 
concern’d to give him an Antwer. 

Queft. 4. Was an Eunuch ever in Love, as other Men ? 

Anjw. So Martial thought, as appears by his reguish 
Verles, take Love in what fenfe you will. And fo it 
feems didjthé Ladies of Rome in his time, unlefs he wrongs 
‘em. And Selimthe Emperor was much of the fame 
mind, when from the famous in{tance of the Gelding, &c. 
he order’d fuch clear Work to be made ever after. 


Queft. 5. Pray your Expofition of Besyocv ia thefe two 
flowing Verfes of Sappho about Love ? 
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An{w. Catullus, and after him Mounfieur Boileau have 
Tranflated this Paffage not over clearly ; and fuch as 
wou'd know it exaétly, ought to have a tollerable ac- 
quaintance with the Chaiacterof Sappho, who was cer- 
tainly the mo Amorous and Paffionate of her Sex. We 


fhan’t Difpute whethers fhe was call’d Aafculz Sappho, 


from hersdndefatigabie"Pains in the Prolecution of 
Phaon in her Amours, who fled into Sicily tobe treed 
from her, tho’ in Vain. (for fhe puriu’d htm in Perion 
in Elegies, @c.) or whether fhe was fo call’d from the 
defperate Action of throwing her telf headlong into the 
Sea, becaufe of Phaon’s Neglect ; every Body agrees 
*cwas one of thefe two things, and if either fuch an Ex- 
preflion as inthe Query, ts as propera refult of her 
Paffionate Temper as any thing that coud be expected. 
Tanaguil Faber reads it &¢ 2esyz0v, as allo the Edition 
of Longinus at Oxford. Voffius tells us that in the French 
King’s Library ws 30 edu oe Gegréas me Quves, Gc. in 
the Aolian Dialeét ; but be it which way it will, ’tis 
intelligible enough, and exaétly follow’d by the Lattin 
Poet Vox faucibus hafit, I cond not utter what 
I wou'd have faid, when I fee, or faw thee, ( to fol- 
low both ) my Words ftuck in my Throat. 

Queft. 6. Whether Jael did well in killing Silera? if fhe 
did well, will then Infidelity and Treacherous Murder be law- 
ful towards an Infidel ? if not, bow is it that fhe is fo much 
praifed, even in an Hymn in{pired by the Holy Spirit of God ? 

An{w. Undoubtedly fhe did well in what the did, fince 
fhe is Praisd by the Didtates of that which very well 
knew the Merit of the Aétion, we mean the Holy Spi- 
rit ; but we believe chat there might be fome particu- 
lars omitted in the Hiftory about the Circumftances of 
this War, ¢7c) which wou'd have rendered the relation 
more commendable and honourable than it is ; which 
{ince we know not, we may very well fit down con- 
tented inthe general Suffrage the Holy Ghoft has given 
of her, Bleffed above all Women fhall fhe be in the Tent ; in- 
timating thereby the Action to be juft_and honourable, 
thé the Reafons of her Aétion are not fet down ; thé in 
the preceeding 23d. Verfe, we find the Angel of the Lord 
Curfing fuch as refus’d the fame Afiiftance that Fed 

lent. 

Queft. 7. In reading Latin Authors I amjrequently at a 
Jofs about their reckoning their Hours : I defire you would be 


pleafed to inform me better ; and for inftance to tell me what 
a Clock ther Hora Nona is, according to our Computation ? 

Anfw, The Romans reckoned not as we #0, twenty 
four Hours toa Natura] Day, but by the Artificiel Day, 
betwixt Sun-rifing or Sun-fet, fo tha: their Hours were 
longer or fhorter, as their Day was ; they alway rec- 
Koning Noon, or twelve cih Clock, to be the middle of 
the day, and call’d it their fixch Heur ; if fo, their Ninth 
Hour was precifely our three oth’ Clock, if we com- 
pute it at fuch timeas the Sun fets a: 6 and rifles at 6 : But 
if we Compute day when ‘is almcit fixteen of our 
Hours long, or but about Eight Hours fhort, there mutt 
be Allowances made both wayes. 


Next Tuefday ( in our Afercury) will be Publithed an 
Aniwer toa Paper entituled The Athenian Society Un- 
vail, wherein our former Charge on the Quakers 
is made good, and their Objections Anfwer'd, and 
a fuller Account given of the Principles and Pra- 
étices of thofe deluded People. 


Adhertifements. 


0% “CHE YOUNG STUDENTS LIBRARY ( will be 

Publifht next Monday ) containing Extraéts and 
Abridgments of the moft Valuable Books Printed in En- 
gland and in the Forreign Journals, from the Year é;. 
to this time #*To which is added a NEW ESSAY upon 
all forts of Learning, and a Difcourfe concerning the 
Antiquity, Divine Original and Authority of the Points, 
Vowels and Accents that are placed to the Hebrew Bible 
By the ATHENIAN SOCIETY. Alfo an EMBLEM of 
the faid Society, and a large ALPHABETICAL TA- 
BLE, comprehending the Contents of this Volume, and 
of all the Athenian Mercuries and Supplements, &ec. Print- 
ed inthé Year 1691. This Book will be Advanced in the 
Price to thofe that have not Sub{crib’d for it; but to 
fuch as have, twill be Deliver’d to ’em uponthe Terms 
mention’d in the Propolals, ( notwithfianding the Beok is 
feveral Sheets nore than was at firft Promifed ) provided 
they deliver up their Receipts, and fend in their Second 
Paynents to Fobn Dunton at the Raven in the Poultrey: 
Of whom is to be had the Entire Det of Athenian Ga 
zetts, and Supplements to ’em, for the Year 1691. (or 
jingle Mercuries to this time. ) 


(> Two Difcourfes : The Firft concerning the different 
Wits of Men. The Second, a brief Difcourfe concerning 
the Various Sicknefles of Wines, and their refpective re- 
medies at this day commonly ufed; Delivered to the 
Royal Seciety. By Wait. Charleton, M.D. To which ts 
added in this Third Edition, the Art and Myftery of 
Vintners and Wine-Coopers, containing approved Di- 
rections for Conferving and Curing al! manner and forts 
of Wines ; whether Spanifh, Greek, Italian, Portugal or 
French, as it is now practifed in the City of Loredon. 
London, Printed tor Will. Whitwood at the Anzel and B;- 
ble in Little Brittain. 1692. 


*,* This is to Certifie all Gentlemen and others, that 
Glais-Painting is ftill continued and performed by Mr 
Halley, whois now removed to the Red-Hart in Fettcr- 
Lane. 


tz I N Grays-Inn-lane in Plow-yard, the third Door, lives Dr. 

Thomas Kirleus, a Collegiate Phyfician, ané Swora Phy- 
fician in Ordinary to King Charles the Second, until bis death ; 
who with a Drink and Pill (hindring no Eulinels ) undertakes 
to Cure any Ulcers, Sores, Swellings ia the Nofe, Face, or other 
parts 3 Scabs, Itch, Scurts, Leprofigs, and Venerial Dilcafe,expeCting 
nothing until the Cure be finifhed: Of the laft he hati cured many 
hundreds in this City, many o7 them after finxing, w! ich carries the 
evil from the Lower Parts to the Head, and {0 deftroys many. The 
Drink is 3 s. the Quart, the Pill ¢ s. a Box, with Direciions 5 a ber- 
ter Purger than which was never giveti, for they cleanic the Body of 
all Impurities, which are the caules of Dropfies, Gouis, Scurvies, 
Stone or Gravel, Painsin the Head, and other parts, Wich another 
Drink at Is. 6d. a Quart. Hecures all Fevers and hor Diftempers 
without Bleeding, except in tew Bodies. He gives his Opinion te 
all that writes or comes for motiiag. 
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